AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
1. (Currently Amended) A recording apparatus for recording a content which is a 
digital copyrighted work onto a recording medium, comprising: 

a content obtainment unit operable to obtain a content provided externally; 

a content tyg eimage quality identification unit operable to identify artyg ean image quality 
of the obtained content; 

a recording medium type identification unit operable to identify a type of the recording 
medium; 

a recording method selection unit operable to select at least one rocording method out of a 

plurality of recording methods based on the t>pe of the content identified by the content typo 
identification unit and the t}po of the rocording medium identified by the r e cording medium t>'pc 
identification unit; _ and 

a recording unit operable to record the content onto the recording medium according to 
the s e lected recordi ng one of a plurality of recording copyright protection mefeed -methods, 
wherein each of the c opyright methods protects a content using at least one of an encryption and 
a signature, and has a different security level, and 

wherein, the security level of each of the plurality of copyright protection methods and 
the image quality of the content are associated with each other such that a higher security level is 
associated with a higher image quality of the content, and 

when the type of the recording medium identified by the recording medium type 
identification unit is co mpliant vyith the plurality of copyright protection methods, the recording 
unit records the content on the recording medixmi according to one of the plurality of copyright 
protection methods having a security level corresponding to the image quality of the content 
identified by the content image quality identification unit, fi-om the plurality of the copyright 
protection methods co mpliant with the recording medium identified by the recording medium 
type identification unit . 

2. (Cancelled) 
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3. (Original) The recording apparatus according to Claim 1, 

wherein the recording medium type identification unit identifies the type of the 
recording medium according to a type of information previously stored in a non-rewritable area 
of the recording medium. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The recording apparatus according to Claim 1 , further 
comprising 

wherein the recording method selection unit further select s a copyright protection method 
selection unit operable to select s«d-the one recordin g copvright protection method out of the 
plurality of recordin g copvright protection methods based on an instruction from a provider of the 
content^ 

wherein the re cording unit records the content according to the copyright protection 
method sel ected by the copyright protection method selection unit . 

6. (Currently Amended) The recording apparatus according to Claim 1 , 
wherein the content includes specification information for specifying said-the one 

recordin g copvright protection method out of the plurality of copyright protectionr eoording 
m e thods; m ethods. and 

the recording apparatus further comprises a 

the recording method selection unit further solocts copvright protection method selection 
unit operable to select SMd-ttie.one copyright protection r e cording method out of the plurality of 
copyright protectionr e cording methods based on the specification information included in the 
content^ 

wherein the recording unit records the content according to the copyright protection 
method selected by the copyright protection method selection unit . 
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7. (Currently Amended) The recording apparatus according to Claim 1 . fiirther 
comprising a wherein the r e cording m e thod sel e ction unit further selects copyright protection 
method selection unit operable to select s aidrthe one recording copyright protection method out of 
the plurality of recording methods based on an instruction by a user^ 

wherein the recording unit records the content according to the copyright protection 
method selected by the copyright protection method selection vmit . 

8-9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Currently Amended) The recordmg apparatus according to Claim 1 , wherein: 

wherein t he content obtainment unit includes a plurality of input channel units, each 
corresponding to a type of data to be obtained, an d obtained: 

the recording apparatus further comprises a the recording method selection unit further 

seleets -copyright protection method selection unit operable to select s aid-the one 
recording copvright protection method out of the plurality of copyright protection r ecording 
methods according to which one of the plurality of the input channel units that h as obtained the 
eeatea tcontent: and 

the recording unit records the content according to the copyright protection method 
selected by the copyright protection method selection unit . 

11. (Currently Amended) The recording apparatus according to Claim 1 , wherein: 
wherein t he recording unit records a second content by a second copyright 

protection r ecording method on the recording medium while retaining a first content, wfeen -and 
the first content is recorded on the recording medium by a first copyright protection r e cording 

method^ 

the second content is the same as the first content, and the second copyright protection 
method is different from the first copyright protection method: and 

the second copyright protection method is a copyright protection method having a 
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security lev el corresponding to the image quality of the content from the plurality of copyright 
protection methods compliant with the type of the recording medium identified by the recording 
medium type identification unit . 



12. (Currently Amended) The recording apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein: 
wh e rein a first content is recorded onto the recording medium by a first co pyright 



the recording apparatus further records the first content by a second copyright 
protectionrecording method onto the recording medium after reading out the first content from 
the recording medium m edium: and 

the second co pyright protection method is a copyright protection method of a security 
leyel corresponding to the image quality of the content from the plurality of copyright protection 
methods complaint with the type of the recording medium identified by the recording medium 
type identification unit . 

13. (Currently Amended) The recording apparatus according to Claim 1 , further comprising a 
wherein the recording method selection unit selects copyright protection method selection 
unit operab le to select at least t wo or mor e copyright protection r e cording methods e«t- 
effrom the plurality of copyright protection r ecording methods, aad -wherein 

the recording unit records the content onto the recording medium according to the 
selected at least t wo ef^aere -copyright protection r ecording methods. 

14. (Currently Amended) The recording apparatus according to Claim 1 , wherein: 

wh e rein t he content obtaiimient unit encrypts the obtained content according to the one 
of the plurality of copyr ight protection methods, and sends the encrypted obtain e d content to the 
recording unit via a transmission channel channel: 

the recording unit records the encrypted content received via the transmission channel onto 
the recording medium, thereby the recording unit records the content onto the recording medium 
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according to the one of the plurality of copyright protection methods, aad 

the content obtamment unit encrypts the content according to a recording m e thod adopted 
by a recording unit that is a destination of the transmission and sends the encrypted content to the 
recording unit. 

15. (Currently Amended) The recording apparatus according to Claim 1 4, wherein: 

wh e rein t he copyright protection r ecording method includes a first copyright 
protectionrecording method and a second copyright protection r ecording method compliant with 
the method for protecting a copyright of a content, and content; and 

the content obtainment unit encrypts the content with a previously held secret key when 
the recording unit adopts the first copyright protection r ecording method, and encrypts the content 
with an externally obtained secret key when the recording unit adopts the second copyright 
protection r e cording method. 

16. (Currently Amended) The recording apparatus according to Claim 14, wherein: 

wherein the recording method includcs plurality of copyright protection methods include 
a first copyright protectionrecording method and a second copyright protection r ecording method 
compliant with the method for protecting a copyright of a content, an d content: and 

the content obtainment unit reencrypts the content into an encrypted content 
corresponding to the second copyright protection r ecording method and sends the reencrypted 
content to the recording unit when the obtained content is an encrypted content corresponding to 
the first copyright protection r ecording method. 

17-22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Currently Amended) A recording method for recording a content which is a 
digital copyrighted work onto a recording medium, comprising: 

a content obtoinmont step of o btaining a content provided externally; 
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-identifying a4vp ean image quality of the obtained 



content; 




-identifying a type of the recording 



medium;- 



a recording method oolcction otop of selecting at least one recording method out of a 

p lurality of recording methods based on the typo of the cont e nt identified in the content typo 
id e ntification step and th e typo of th e recording medium id e ntified in th e r e cording m e dium typo 
identification st e p; _ and 



selected recording one of a plurality of copyright protection metibed -methods. wherein each of the 
plurality of copyright methods protects a content usuig at least one of an encryption and a 
signature, and has a different security level, and 

wherein the security level of each of the plurality of copyright protection methods and the 
image quality of the content are associated with each other such that a higher security level is 
associated with a higher image quality of the content, and 

when the type of the recording medium identified by said identifying a type of the 
medium operation is compUant with the plurality of copyright protection methods, in said 
recording operation th e content is recorded on the medium according to one of the plurality of 
copyright protection methods having a security level corresponding to the image quality of the 
content identified by a content image quality identification unit, from the plurality of copyright 
protection methods co mpliant with the recording medium identified by a recording medium type 
identification unit . 

24-25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable recording medium having recorded 
thereon a program for a recording metiiod for recordm g that records a content which is a digital 
copyrighted work on a recording medium, comprisin g tfae program causing a computer to execute 
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-recording the content onto the recording medium according to the- 



at least the following : 

a content obtainmont stop of o btaining a content provided externally; 

a content type identification step of identi^ing a-typ ean image quality of the obtained 
content; 

a recording medium type identification step of i dentifying a type of the recording 
medium; 

a r e cording m e thod soloction stop of s e lecting at least one recording m e thod out of a 
plurality of recording methods based on the typo of the content identified by the content t>'po 
identification step and the type of the recording medium identified by the recording medium type 
identification step; _ and 

a recording atop of recording the content on the recording medium according to one of a 
plurality of the oeloctod r o cordin g copvright protection Eaefeed -methods. wherein each of the 
copyright protection m ethods protects a content using at least one of an encryption and a 
signature and has a different security level, and 

wherein the sec urity level of each of the plurality of copyright protection methods and the 
image quality of the content are associated with each other such that a higher security level is 
associated with a higher image quality of the content, and 

when the type of the recording medium identified by said identifying a type of the 
recording medium ope ration is compliant vyith the plurality of copyright protection methods, in 
said recording operatio n, the content is recorded on the recording medium according to one of the 
plui-ality of copyright pr otection methods having a security level corresponding to the image 
quality of the content identified by a content image quality identification unit, fi-om the plurality 
of copyright protection methods compliant with the recording medium identified bv a recording 
medium type identification unit . 
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